
EDWARD H. HOFFNER  
MEMORIAL AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE 
MONROE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION  

 
           The Court of Common Pleas of Monroe County, Pennsylvania, and the members 

of the Monroe County Bar Association have convened at 3:00 p.m. on July 24, 2008, in 

the Monroe County Court of Commons Pleas, Courtroom No. 1, upon this sad occasion 

to inscribe upon the minutes of the Bar Association this tribute to the memory of our 

brother and former colleague, the late Edward H. Hoffner, their appreciation for his years 

of service to the community, to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the United 

States of America, and their sorrow for his loss which the Bench, the Bar, the community 

and our nation have sustained.  

 Attorney Hoffner died at age 88 having resided in Monroe County for almost his 

entire life.  He passed away in his sleep, after a long illness, on June 19, 2008.  He is 

survived by his wife, Marian Hoffner, to whom he had been married for 64 years, his 

daughter, Pamela Ann Hoffner, his granddaughter, Marian Ashley Keglovitz, his sister, 

Cora Frailey, and numerous nieces and nephews.   

 Attorney Hoffner was born on September 29, 1919, the son of the late Edward L. 

Hoffner and Rowena Hoffner, in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania.  He was proud of his Dutch 

lineage, which he traced back to the DePuys from New Amsterdam, who were some of 

the original settlers of Monroe County.  He grew up playing in the streets of Stroudsburg, 

and received his primary education there.  After graduating from Stroudsburg High 

School, he attended  East Stroudsburg State Teachers College and graduated in 1942 with 

a teaching degree in mathematics.   

 World War II then being in progress, Attorney Hoffner entered the United States 

Army.  After completing basic training, rather than becoming a combat engineer, he 

transferred to the United States Army Air Corps to be trained as a navigator.  When 

qualified, he was assigned to the 46th Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force, and was 

stationed in Sudbury, England.  In 1944 he participated in twenty-four bombing  missions 

over Europe, but on his last mission his bomber, having suffered extensive flak damage, 



was forced to make a crash landing in a Belgian potato field in an area that had just been 

liberated by Allied Airborne Forces as part of Operation Market Garden.  Having 

survived the crash, and thereby having satisfied the bombing mission requirement, he 

beat the long odds against survival as a member the Eighth Air Force.  Captain Hoffner 

was then reassigned and continued to serve as a navigator until the end of the war, 

assisting in the transporting men and material from the United States to various theaters 

of operation.  

 In 1946, after peace was declared, and upon returning to Stroudsburg, instead of 

teaching mathematics, Attorney Hoffner became involved in the home construction 

business in Lehighton, Pennsylvania.  During that time he also took accounting courses at 

Lehigh University in Bethlehem.  He was so proficient as a student he was chosen to 

teach basic accounting principals at that University for one semester.  Upon learning that 

his boyhood friends, President Judge Arlington W. Williams and Attorney Edward L. 

Williams, both now deceased, were then entering the practice of law and would be 

practicing in Stroudsburg, he decided that he too could become a lawyer, and be a 

success as one. 

 To attain his chosen career, Attorney Hoffner enrolled at the Temple University 

Law School in Philadelphia, taking night courses while he worked for an insurance 

company during the day.  Upon receiving his law degree and passing the bar exam, he 

again returned to Stroudsburg to begin the private practice of law, beginning his legal 

career under the tutelage of Attorney Leo Achtermann as his preceptor.  Thereafter, in 

1954, he became a member of the Monroe County Bar, and joined the law firm of 

Gearhardt & Robinson at 24 North Seventh Street in Stroudsburg.  He became a partner 

in that firm in 1961, under the firm name of Robinson & Hoffner, which in 1975 became 

the firm name of Robinson, Hoffner & Billick.  

 Attorney Hoffner was regarded as an excellent trial lawyer, with a reputation as a  

tough negotiator, as a tenacious advocate and for his frugal ways.  Although a general 

practitioner, much of his legal practice was dedicated to insurance defense. He was also 

the municipal solicitor for Ross, Price and Paradise Townships.  He retired from the 



practice of law in 1985. 

 Ed, or Hubie as he was known to his friends, had been a member of the 

Stroudsburg Presbyterian Church his entire life, being a Trustee, a Deacon and a Sunday 

School teacher. He was also a charter member and a President of the Stroudsburg 

Optimists Club.  Although it was a little known, albeit purposefully, he was a substantial 

financial benefactor to the Monroe County Community, making numerous charitable 

donations to  organizations such as the Monroe County Public Library, the Salvation 

Army, the Monroe County YMCA, for whom he served as its President, and the Burnley 

Workshop, for whom he served as its Solicitor for many years.   

 For enjoyment Attorney Hoffner puttered around his home in Stroud Township, 

which he had built by hand, fixing anything and everything therein as needed.  He also  

played a excellent game of golf, kept some close friends and, upon his retirement, 

enjoyed traveling both home and abroad with his devoted wife, Marian.   

 We deeply and sincerely regret his passing from among us.  

 BE IT RESOLVED, THEREFORE, that we, members of the Monroe County 

Bar Association, of which our brother, Edward H. Hoffner was a member, adopt the 

foregoing memorial as expressive of the loss which the Bar, the Bench, the community, 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and our Nation has sustained by reason of his death, 

and that we tender his family, legal associates and friends our most sincere and heartfelt 

sympathy, and be it further RESOLVED, that this memorial and these resolutions, after 

having been entered on the minutes of the Association, be filed in the Court of Common 

Pleas of Monroe County, Pennsylvania, published in the Monroe County Legal Reporter, 

and that copies thereof be transmitted to his widow, Marian, to his daughter, Pamela Ann, 

and to this Law Association in Stroudsburg,  

       Respectfully submitted by the  
       Memorial Committee - July 24, 2008 
 
 
       Robert M. Maskrey, Jr., Chairman 

       Bernard M. Billick, Esquire  




